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in the South, and guided by it he came to Kurukur and
the tamarind tree. By asking a conundrum he succeeded
in rousing Maran from his meditative trance, and immedi-
ately attached himself to him as his disciple. At the same
time Maran experienced a revelation of Vishnu, and the
result was the mass of poetry which is preserved in the
Naldyira Prabandham. His works are the Timviruttam,
containing 100 stanzas; the Tiruvdsiriam, 7 stanzas;
the Periya Tiruvandddi, 87 stanzas ; and the Tmmaymoli,
1,102 stanzas. The last forms the whole of the fourth (and
concluding) main division of the Prabandham, and is
itself divided into ten parts, called 'Tens,' each containing
ten poems, almost all of them with eleven four or eight line
stanzas, the eleventh being to show the eternal benefits that
will accrue to those who sing these hymns. The Tiruvdy-
molz is by far the best known part of the Naldyira
Prabandham. The works of Nammalvar as a whole are
held to contain the essence of the four Vedas. Unlike some
of the other Alvars, the whole of his life was devoted to
meditation on divine truth. His disciple, Mathurakavi, has
left ten stanzas only, in praise of his master; he is the great
example of that devotion to the guru as himself a partial
incarnation of Vishnu, which was in some later develop-
ments of the bhakti movement to have such dangerous
implications. The date that modern scholarship assigns to
Nammalvar is about the first half of the ninth century.
KULASEKARA ALVAR was a king in Travancore, and his
poems contain a number of place-references that have been
made the ground of various conflicting theories as to
his exact date. Probably the first half of the ninth century
may be accepted. He was a capable ruler, but his interests
gradually turned to religion. He made a careful study
of sacred literature and himself compiled an anthology
of poems drawn from it. His religious preoccupations
proved increasingly embarrassing to his ministers, and
various incidents are related of Ms absorption. On one
occasion he was so moved on hearing a passage read from
the Ramaya?ia in which Rama is pictured as standing alone
against hosts of giants, that he ordered out his own troops
to go to the rescue, and his ministers needed considerable